
 
September 22, 2021 

From the Media Desk of the Fraser Valley Soccer League… 
Almost as big a story as the results and action on the pitch this past weekend was the action off the 
field, namely the crazy weather that threatened to hijack the weekend’s games.  While it was touch and 
go for a bit, all the week’s Soccer City Cup matches were able to be completed and three of the four 
semi-final teams have been confirmed!  Once more there were plenty of goals this weekend, as the top 
teams continue to entertain, and there was also some ill-discipline resulting in a few players who will be 
sitting out next week, at least. 

Here’s a recap of all of this week’s action: 

Langley United 2-3 Surrey United SC – Friday 8:45pm; Willoughby Turf SW 
As the skies opened up Friday night, longtime rivals Surrey and Langley braved the deluge to take the 
pitch out at Willoughby.  As was to be expected in matches between these two sides, it was a 
captivating affair, showing off the best the FVSL has to offer.  Unfortunately, the weather was not ideal 
for spectating.  However, the FVSL’s new streaming initiative meant that fans could catch this match on 
YouTube from the comfort, and dryness, of their homes.  It was Surrey who made the brighter start of 
things on this night and after controlling the early play they looked to have taken the lead through 
Ayuob Omar who calmly slotted his finish past Nuno Jesus in the Langley goal.  Unfortunately for Omar 
and Surrey, his shot hit the inside of the post and bounced out across the face of goal, having never 
crossed the line.  Langley took advantage of their lifeline and, as the half wore on, began to have some 
chances of their own.  From this, Kris Robazza struck with a powerful shot to give the home side the 
lead and wrestle the early momentum away from Surrey.  It was not all good new for Langley, though, 
as Jesus picked up and injury and had to be replaced in goal before half time.  Surrey seemed to use the 
break well to regroup and they once more came out with a purpose and carried the play in the early 
going.  Unlike to begin the game, this time the visitors made their pressure count and in spectacular 
fashion too, as Evan Chow clapped an absolute howitzer from well out that left the Langley keeper 
clutching at air.  Back on level terms both teams raised there level and the match became a great 
contest.  Langley thought they had restored their lead through John Craig, only to be denied by the 
offside flag.  Within minutes, Surrey completely flipped the momentum from Langley’s almost moment 
in attack and took the lead themselves when Josh Miles put a lovely cross on a platter for Emmanuel 
Ekeh to nod home.  The temperature was further raised thanks to an apparent incident in front of the 
Surrey bench, but it was Surrey themselves who kept their foot on the gas via Aymen Hamza whose 
well-taken chance stretched their lead to two goals.  Langley had no plans to go gentle into the good 
night, however, and pulled one back when Devin Gilroy was first to pounce on a rebound dropped by 
the Surrey keeper after a free kick.  It seemed set for a grandstand finish, until Surrey caught Langley 
thin at the back on a counterattack and the defender was shown a red card for denying an obvious 
goalscoring opportunity.  It was a top contest with outstanding performances on both sides.  Nicholas 
Cantelon and Jag Gill stood out for Langley on the night while Chow put in a great effort in both scoring 
his highlight reel goal as well as tidying up defensively. 

Vancouver Whitecaps FC U19 4-0 FC Faly – Saturday 6pm; UBC NTC Turf 
After the utter downpour of rain on Friday, Saturday night brought thunderstorms to the Lower 
Mainland.  Whitecaps hosted Faly under gathering storm clouds and that may well have been an omen 
for Faly who were looking to bounce back after a tough opening week performance against Tigers.  



 
Whitecaps, on the other hand, had been firing on all cylinders in their debut win over Premier FC and 
were seeking to pick up where they had left off.  Indeed, the home side did just that as they romped to 
another comfortable win, establishing themselves early on as a team that will take some beating.  Chris 
Album is quickly making a name for himself in the FVSL as he made it two hattricks in as many outings.  
Riding shotgun to Album is Tomas Pena who followed up his two goal, multi-assist performance in his 
debut by potting another goal this time out.  The aptly named Max Anchor had another start in goal and 
held down the fort en route to a second clean sheet in as many weeks for the ‘Caps.  In fact, the only 
thing that seemed to be able to slow them down was Mother Nature, as a lightning delay held up the 
match for half an hour in the second half!  For Faly, while they would have hoped to build on their 
improved second half on Matchday 1, they will be heartened by another strong effort from Sairoob 
Sairoob as they look to snag their first FVSL win next week. 

FC Tigers Vancouver 5-0 Premier FC – Saturday 8pm; Cloverdale Athletic Park #3 
The worst of the thunderstorm had seemingly passed off by the time Tigers and Premier took the field at 
Cloverdale Athletic.  The storm was just brewing on the field though for a Premier team looking to gain 
some traction after a lopsided loss last time out.  Unfortunately for them, Tigers roared out of the gate 
once more, just as they had done a week ago in their season debut.  Connor MacMillan fired home a 
brace while Danylo Smychenko and Joseph Zupo added goals to give Tigers a comfortable 4-0 lead at 
half time.  Having weathered the metaphorical storm, as well as the actually occurring one, Premier 
were able to regroup at the interval and came out composed for the second half.  This increased 
organization helped prevent Tigers from extending their lead any further until the final moments when 
Erik Edwardson added a fifth goal.  Despite the score line, Justin Bint in goal for Premier did his best to 
limit the damage and made some top saves.  At the other end, Lukas Strauts shook off an injury scare 
from a week ago to register a first clean sheet of the season. 

Micro Footie Academy 0-6 Abbotsford United – Sunday 6pm; Hjorth Turf #1 
The weekend, and the weather, wrapped up on Sunday in Surrey.  Depending on the time of day and the 
geographical location, there was sun, cloud and rain to go around as the second week of SC Cup play 
came to a close.  Irrespective of the weather conditions, Abbotsford United traveled to Hjorth with the 
sole intent of booking their place in the SC Cup semi-finals.  Despite winning them in different seasons, 
with all the turmoil of the past year, Abbotsford are still the holders of both the FVSL Premier Title and 
the Pakenham Cup.  Adding the SC Cup would give them the rarest of honours, holding all of the FVSL’s 
major trophies at one time.  There is still plenty of work to do if United are to hoist the SC Cup, never 
mind defending their other trophies, but a win would be the next step on that journey.  Standing in their 
way Sunday was a Micro Footie Academy team that had to be feeling good about their FVSL debut a 
week ago when they were able to nab a late goal and secure a hard-earned point against FVSL mainstays 
Surrey United.  Maybe this had MFA feeling even somewhat bullish about their chances against Abby, 
but United quickly put any thoughts of another eyebrow raising result to rest.  Braces from both Connor 
O’Neil and former FVSL Golden Boot winner Daniel Davidson led the way and former league MVP 
Connor Hildebrant scored on his return from injury in his debut for United.  Ben Shumbusho rounded 
out the scoring on what turned into a frustrating evening for Micro Footie.  Their frustration ultimately 
saw them finish the game with ten men and MFA will need to learn from this game and regroup quickly 
with their SC Cup hopes now on life support.  Micro Footie can take some solace in the effort put out by 
Mawuena Mallet as he did his best to keep MFA afloat in this match.  For Abbotsford, having watched 
both Tigers and Whitecaps in Pool A post statement wins in their matches they were surely keen to send 
a message with this result and to earn keeper Mike Haladin his first clean sheet of the season! 



 
Here’s how the SC Cup Standings look after Week 2: 

SOCCER CITY PREMIER LEAGUE CUP 
Group A Group B 

Team Record Points GD Team Record Points GD 
Whitecaps FC U19 2-0-0 6 13 Abbotsford United 2-0-0 6 9 
FC Tigers Vancouver 2-0-0 6 9 Surrey United SC 1-1-0 4 1 
FC Faly 0-0-1 0 -8 Micro Footie Academy 0-1-1 1 -6 
Premier Academy 0-0-1 0 -14 Langley United 0-0-2 0 -4 

 
 
BROWNS SOCIAL HOUSE PLAYER OF THE WEEK 

 
This week’s Brown’s Social House Player of the Week will return when league play begins! 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S SC CUP SCHEDULE: 

Fri 09/17/2021 8:30PM  Langley United vs. Micro Footie Academy Willoughby Turf SW 
Sat 09/18/2021 6:00PM  Whitecaps FC U19 vs. FC Tigers Vancouver  UBC NTC Turf 
Sat 09/18/2021 6:00PM  Abbotsford United vs. Surrey  United  Mouat Turf #3 
Sun 09/19/2021 6:00PM  FC Faly vs. Premier FC   Hjorth Turf #1 

 

Following two very strong performances to begin the year, Vancouver Tigers and Whitecaps U19 will 
clash for the first time this year.  With both teams considered among the pre-season favourites to 
contend for the FVSL title, this first match up will provide a nice barometer for how the rest of the 
campaign might unfold.  Both sides have secured a place in the Soccer City Cup semi-finals, but this 
match will decide first place in Pool A which will come with a home game against the second place side 
in Pool B.  Speaking of Pool B, Abbotsford United have also punched their ticket to the next round, but, 
like Whitecaps and Tigers, Abby will be keen to lock up first place when they host unbeaten Surrey 
United.  Surrey will need a win against Abbotsford in order to overtake first place, while Abby only need 
a draw to ensure they finish in top spot.  Surrey are all but assured of a place in the semis, but there is 
technically a chance that, if Micro Footie Academy can win big over Langley and Surrey take a bit of a 
hiding against Abbotsford, MFA could still progress at Surrey’s expense.  The other match this weekend 
is the dead rubber between FC Faly and Premier FC.  It has been a rocky start for both these teams 
through two weeks, but this match will provide an opportunity to try and reset and prepare for the 
league games on the horizon. 



 
**NEW THIS SEASON** – Check out full FVSL Matches on YouTube at BC Sports Media 

 

Send NEWS to media@fraservalleysoccer.com 

And for more information on the FVSL go to fraservalleysoccer.com 
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